Foreword

This 2005 Community Health Assessment is the result of the continued
support, commitment and dedication of our community partners to work
together to improve the health and well being of the citizens of Sandusky
County. The information presented in this report is intended to support the
collaborative efforts that began with the 2001 Community Health Assessment
and its strong base of evidence. This data allows stakeholders to write better
grants, formulate strong strategic plans and answer a call to action. The result is
a community that focuses on wellness, improving the general health status,
increasing the access to services and addressing unmet needs. Health and
human service programs, health care providers, managed care organizations
and other groups and individuals interested in gaining a factual understanding
of Sandusky County’s issues should find this information very useful. This
effort should continue to inspire the community to work together to remove
barriers to health improvement. It is the Health Partners’ wish that community
groups will persevere in meeting the challenges presented by the findings in this
assessment.

Sincerely,

Sandusky County Health Partners

Steve Mays— Bellevue City Health Department

Mike Winthrop — Bellevue Hospital

Joe Liszak — Community Health Services

Dawn Kroh — Firelands Counseling & Recovery Services

Al Gorman — Memorial Hospital

Nancy Cochran — Mental Health and Recovery Services Board
Francis Aona, M.D., Physician

Cathy Glassford — Sandusky County Family & Children First Council
Dave Pollick — Sandusky County Health Department

Kim Eicher — St. Francis Health Care Centre
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